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Introduction : There have been a number of people throughout church history who have denied 
the authorship of Peter to the epistle of 2nd Peter . In this little booklet | will show why we can 
trust the authorship of Peter to the Epsitle of 2nd Peter. | will give you 11 reasons which | will 
divide into chapters why you can trust Peter as the author to this epistle that bears his name. 
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Chapter 01: The Author claims to be Peter himself 
The Author of 2nd Peter claims to be Peter himself 


(2 Peter 1:1) Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 
obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
(NKJV) 


While it is true that there where gospels and epistles in the earlier Centuries of Christianity 
claiming to be from a Apostles but was not. Some was very Gnostic in teaching. But as the first 
reason taken with the others that will follow taken collectively will Show Peter as the author to 
this Epistle. 


Chapter 02 : Why would one writing in a forgery talk about false Teachers 


Why would one writing in a forgery talk about false Teachers? Think about it for a moment. You 
are a false teacher because you are claiming to be someone you ain't why would you want to 
mention false teachers . It doesn't make any sense to do so. 


(2 Peter 2:1) But false prophets also arose among the people, as false teachers will also be 
among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, denying even the Master who 
bought them, bringing on themselves swift destruction. (WEB) 


Chapter 03: Peter couldn't read or write so different scholars would explain the different 
styles among his two Epistles 


Peter couldn't write or read. This is why he had a scholar write for him the first Epistle which 
bears his name and this would clearly explain if there are any difference in style of writing in the 
first and second Peter. Since Peter mostlikely did not have the same person write for him. So 
the writing would be different. 


(Acts 4:13) As they looked on Peter and John so fearlessly outspoken--and also discovered that 
they were illiterate persons, untrained in the schools--they were surprised; and now they 
recognized them as having been with Jesus. (WNT) 


(1 Peter 5:12) By Silvanus, our faithful brother as | consider him, | have written to you briefly, 
exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. (NKJV) 


Chapter 04: We are not to expect a Author to speak of the same topics and style in all 
situations. 


We are not to expect a Author to speak of the same topics and style in all situations especially 
before his death. 


2Peter 1:14 knowing that shortly | must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed 
me. (NKJV) 


For example a man who is writing to his wife will not say the same things as he is writing to his 
mother or friends . But as we see later on there are certain phrases and Ideas which one can see 
as it where Peter finger prints in this Epistle. 


Chapter 05: The Author of 2nd Peter refers the churches to his 1st Epistle 


Why would the Author of 2nd Peter refers the churches to his 1st Epistle? If 2nd Peter was a 
forgery why would he tell them to go to the one Epistle that would reveal it ? Would not those 
who read them both know the differance? 


(2 Peter 3:1) Beloved, | now write to you this second epistle (in both of which | stir up your pure 
minds by way of reminder), (NKJV) 


Chapter 06 : Peter ministry was for Jewish believers 


Peter's ministry was for Jewish believers just like Paul's ministry was for Gentiles (those who 
were not Jewish) this could explain why all church didn't had both 1st & 2nd Peter. 


(Galatians 2:7-9) But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had 
been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter (for He who worked 
effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward 
the Gentiles), and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the 
grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that 
we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. (NKJV) 


Chapter 07: 2nd Peter is quoted by the Early Church 


Although the Earliest Church Fathers of the 1st and 2nd Century never qouted 2nd Peter by 
name but they nevertheless quoted from this Epistle. Which shows there was a wide circulation 


3 


among the churches of 2nd Peter and a acceptance of this Epistle being of Peter himself. Why 
would they circulate a forgery? While all the churches didn't use it, many did. And if it could be 
trance to the time of Peter then it would give some credit to Peter's authorship of this epistle as 
we will see. 


A) Hippolytus (170 -236 AD) The Extant Works and Fragments of Hippolytus. (Cont.) 
Part II. - Dogmatical and Historical. Treatise on Christ and Antichrist. {", and when 
moved by Him the prophets announced what God willed. For they spake not of their 
own power (let there be no mistake as to that), neither did they declare what pleased 
themselves. "} 


compare to 


(2 Peter 1:21) for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit. (NKJV) 


B) Tertullian (145-220 AD) The Prescription Against Heretics Chapter 1 {"that we ought 
not to be astonished at the heresies (which abound) neither ought their existence to 
surprise us, for it was foretold that they should come to pass;"} 


compare to 


(2 Peter 2:1) But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false 
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who 
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. (NKJV) 


C) Irenaeus (120-202 AD) Against Heresies Book 5 Chapter 28 {"This is an account of 
the things formerly created, as also it is a prophecy of what is to come. For the day of 
the Lord is as a thousand years;"} 


compare 


(2 Peter 3:8) But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is 
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. (NKJV) 


Now the one about to quote next is Clement who was probably someone who knew 
Peter personally since he lived in the time of Peter and Paul. Paul knew him for he 
mentions him in his letter to the church of the Philippians. 


(Philippians 4:3) And I urge you also, true companion, help these women who 
labored with me in the gospel, with Clement also, and the rest of my fellow workers, 
whose names are in the Book of Life. (NKJV) 


Which we will see that Clement quotes 2nd Peter is a good evidence for 2 Peter 
being by Peter himself. Since it was written in the time Peter would of been alive. 


D) Clement ( 30-100 AD) The First Epistle of Clement to the Corinthians Chapter 7 
{"Let us turn to every age that has passed, and learn that, from generation to 
generation, the Lord has granted a place of repentance to all such as would be 
converted unto Him. Noah preached repentance, and as many as listened to him 
were saved."} 


compare to 


(2 Peter 2:5) and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight 
people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the 
ungodly; (NKJV) 


Notice that Clement said of Noah being a Preacher and this can only be found in 2 
Peter where Clement got that form. 


Chapter 08 : When Comparing 2 Peter and 1 st Peter you will see many similarities 


When Comparing 2 Peter and 1 st Peter you will see many similarities in words , phrases and 
ideas which we will use to give internal evidence to his authorship. 


A) Both Salutation says ( "Grace and peace be multiplied" ) 


(1 Peter 1:2) elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the 
Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be 
multiplied. (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 1:2) Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 
Lord, (NKJV) 


B) Both Letters claims to be by one who saw Jesus 


(1 Peter 5:1) The elders who are among you | exhort, | who am a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 1:16) For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. (NKJV) 


C, D) Both Letters uses Peter's name as the author and mentions they are a Apostle of Jesus 


(1 Peter 1:1) Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 1:1) Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have 
obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 
(NKJV) 


E) Both Mention the phrased " ceased or cease from sin" 


(1 Peter 4:1) Therefore, since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the 
same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin, (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 2:14) having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable 
souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed children. (NKJV) 


F) Both Epistle Speaks about the love of the Brethren 


(1 Peter 1:22) Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in 
sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 1:7) to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. (NKJV) 
G) Both Epistle speak about Liberty 


(1 Peter 2:16) as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. 
(NKJV) 


(2 Peter 2:19) While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by 
whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. (NKJV) 


Chapter 09 : Peter in Acts and 2 Peter uses many similarities 


As we saw as in referance to 1st and 2nd Peter. One can say the same in reference to the Peter 
in Acts and the Peter in 2nd Peter they share same in words , phrases and ideas which gives 
internal evidence to Peter's authorship of 2nd Peter. 


A) Both uses the phrase of "The Wages of iniquity or unrighteous " 


(Acts 1:18) (Now this man purchased a field with the wages of iniquity; and falling headlong, he 
burst open in the middle and all his entrails gushed out. (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 2:13) and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to 
carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while 
they feast with you, (NKJV) 


B) Both uses the phrase " Day of the Lord" 


(Acts 2:20) The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming 


of the great and awesome day of the LORD. (NKJV) 


(2 Peter 3:10) But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will 
pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and 
the works that are in it will be burned up. (NKJV) 


And besides those two there are many other examples aswell . 
Chapter 10 : The Author of 2nd Peter Speaks of the mountain of Transfiguration 


| think this point is one of the most important points to link 2nd Peter to the authorship of 
Peter . The Author of 2nd Peter Speaks of his personal experience in the mountain of 
Transfiguration. Which is not found in 1 Peter or in the Book of Acts but was commanded by 
Jesus to Peter to speak about it after his resurrection . Peter was given a command to talk about 
it. Without 2nd Peter we see either a disobedience on Peter's part or a mistake in the New 
Testament which can not be easily done away with. This is why Our New Testament would be 
not complete without 2nd Peter and this is why 2nd Peter has to be authored by Peter himself. 


(Matthew 17:9) As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, 
saying, "Don't tell anyone what you saw, until the Son of Man has risen from the dead." (WEB) 


Mark 9:9 Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded them that they should 
tell no one the things they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 


(2 Peter 1:18) We heard this voice come out of heaven when we were with him on the holy 
mountain. (WEB) 


Chapter 11: We don't know who in the early church did not accept 2nd Peter 


The Early church Father of History Eusebius tells us that some in the early church did not accept 
the authorship of Peter for 2nd Peter but he leave out in telling us who was it among them. So 
in not telling us who did not accepted 2nd Peter as Canonical makes any arguments against the 
Epistle of no effect. Is as if | tell you | have a wittness of a murder and | fail to tell you who is the 
wittness. Would such a statement be good evidence ? | think not. 


Eusebius Church History Book 3 Chapter 3 


{" ONE epistle of Peter, that called the first, is acknowledged as genuine. And this the ancient 
elders used freely in their own writings as an undisputed work. But we have learned that his 
extant second Epistle does not belong to the canon; yet, as it has appeared profitable to many, 
it has been used with the other Scriptures. The so-called Acts of Peter, however, and the Gospel 
which bears his name, and the Preaching and the Apocalypse, as they are called, we know have 
not been universally accepted, because no ecclesiastical writer, ancient or modern, has made 
use of testimonies drawn from them. But in the course of my history | shall be careful to show, 
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in addition to the official succession, what ecclesiastical writers have from time to time made 
use of any of the disputed works, and what they have said in regard to the canonical and 
accepted writings, as well as in regard to those which are not of this class. Such are the writings 
that bear the name of Peter, only one of which | know to be genuine and acknowledged by the 
ancient elders."} 


Notice him Mention "acknowledge by the ancients elders" We see Chapter 7 of this book 2 
Peter was acknowledged by the ancients athough Eusebius was blinded to that fact. 


Before we finish take in mine that 2nd Peter was written to Jewish Believers so the Epistle 
would of not have been circulated as much as the other Epistles of Paul would of been. Any way 
| believe in this little booklet | showed enough evidence for Peter Authorship of 2nd Peter and 
belonging in our Bibles. God Bless 


